Submission to

 Consultation; Regulatory Impact Statement,  National Container Deposit Scheme

I find it shameful that such a resource (aluminium, plastic, glass) is so recklessly wasted in landfill. The city rubbish bins and outer city roadsides have so much aluminium, plastic and glass that could be reused. Only government regulation could change this situation. Why does government (liberal and labour) refuse to act when they know that the community wants drink companies regulated?
Before drink companies could use plastic and aluminium containers, it was worth their while financially to collect, clean and reuse the drink containers. Also, there were many small, local manufacturers. Since using the throw-away containers their profits have increased. They have been bought out by multinationals. 

Coca-cola Amatil and Asahi now have a duopoly in Australia. Their profits are enormous and of little benefit to most of us. Why are they allowed to produce billions of new drink containers every year when there is so much wasted in landfill, and rubbish sites?
Shire Councils receive money for butt bins, Tidy Towns, Litter Strategies, etc., etc. State governments receive money for Litter Strategies, Litter personalities, kerb-side collecting, etc., etc. - All costing hundreds of thousands of dollars. Why aren’t the drink companies made to pay the real cost of collecting, cleaning and reusing their throw-away containers? Why are our governments so easily paid off?
I believe that in considering whether to recommend a national Container Deposit System, consideration of what the community wants and supports should be given much greater importance than what industry lobbies for.
Historically, the arguments used by the beverage and packaging industry have been flawed, contradicted by real world experience and are self serving. 

Added to this, the alternatives they propose have not worked in the past and will never properly address the problem that their products create.

Polls taken in South Australia AND other states in recent years have consistently shown very high levels of community support for container deposits.

I have attached a list of 240 community groups from Victoria that support having a drink container deposit system here.  This support is state wide and is from very diverse groups; service clubs, clean up groups, the Vic. Country Women’s Association, etc. People from all backgrounds see it as a common sense policy because they know it works. In 2008 these groups all signed on as supporters of a having a drink container deposit system in Victoria. More group names could have been added if we had kept collecting them.
The recommendation should be for what is in the national interest rather than what is in the interest of a small number of large corporations with very deep pockets.
Yours Faithfully,

Marion Cook

Dear Premier Brumby,

As Clean Up Australia Day approaches, we want you to

know that many Victorians want you to legislate for a

refund system for drink containers, like in South Australia.

Advance PenshuI1ll Don val~ DIsIricl Landesre Group GraalBr Dandenong Envionment Group ~inda Action Group

AAllaIn_sfo rtl DNA Drysdale Rotary Club Greenpeace Australia Ouyen Incorporated Neighbourhood House Dunkeld & District Uons Club Group for U~aIe D~riel E1Mronment PenInsula Bushwalking Club

Australian Conservation Foundation Dunkeld Progress Asssoc Guildfortl ProgressAssoc People for Environmental Protection

Auslraian Malino Conservation Sodety Earth Garden ~no Haml1Dn D~ Guides Pt;nt Leo Su~ life Saving

Australian Plant Society-Foothil~ Group East Ringwood Slationeers Hamilllln Field Naturalists Pomponeroo Bush Retreat

Auslraian Platypus Conservancy Edenhope Red Cross Haml1Dn Ladkls Probus ~ E MuIIai1 V'rtNt Gamuily Assoc

Bacchus Marsh and Coimadi Landcare Elmore Lions Club Hamilton Lions Club Port Fairy TounstAssoc

Balan Comnu1Ity House/Adult Learning Emerald Clean Tearn Hamlllln Men's Probus Port PhIlp Conservation Couriell

Balian Lioness Club Emerald Community House Hamilllln Rotary Cub Portland Reid Naturalists

Balan Probus Emerald Sustsi1abIity CoaIIIon HeaIesvIe Envionmenlal W8k:h RowvIeLionsCiub

Ballarat Environment Network Emerald Village Committee Heywood Combined Probus Safety Beach ForeshOle Landscape Ganmillee

Balarat RegIon Seed Bank Engineers Wrthoul Borders Hobsoo's Bay Bk:ycIe Users Sacood warrtina ScouIs

Ballarat Renewable Energy & Zero Emissions Environmental Ed in Eany Childhood Hopelllun DNA Selby Community House

Bayside Climate Change Act"" Group Feki Naturalists Club of Balarat HopeIw1 Lioness aub ~by Widlife and Environment Group

Bayswater Bullets lillie Alhletics Field Naturalists Club of Viclllna Japara Neighbourllood House Montrose Shepparton Bicycle User Group

Bayswater North Ladkls Probus Foster Rotary Club JG Ki1g Homes Horsham Shire of Cartliia

Bayswater Stationeers Fnends of Blind Creek Billabong Johns Hill Landcare Shire of Pyrennes

BEAM M_ Environment Group Friends of Braeside Park KanMi LkIns Club Shire of Southam Gramplans

Bendigo Field Naturalists Friends of Brisbane Ranges Knox Environment Society Shire of Yarra Ranges

BendIgo Lioness Club Friends of Campbels Creek Kyneion Uons Cub Soulh East AustraI"n Naturalists Assoc

Bendigo Native Plant Group Friends of Gardinia Creek SanctualY L.I.V.E. (Locals inlll Vic's Environment) St Georges Anglican Churth Monbulk

Black RockISandnngham ConSOlV8L Assoc. Friends of Chinem-Mt ~klt Nat Park Lake BoIac ~slr1cl Lions Club St _Ar91can Churth Emerald

Blackbum & Dislrict Tree Preservation Fnends of Emerald Lake Park Lakes and Craters Environment Group Stawell Field Naturalists

_DNA Friends of Enmera (East Tinor Support) Lakes Enlrance SIJf Ufo Saving S~~iBuslMoj.ng

Broadlands Landcare Friends of Eummerring Creek Lal Lal Catchment Landeare Sustainable LMng Foundation

Bushwalking Viclllria Friends of French ~nd Natklnal Pao1< Lang Lang Township Ganmillee Tahara Red Cross ColeraIne

Campertlown Rotary Club Fnends of Glen Fem valley Bushlands Latrobe valley Field Naturalists Taradale-Metcalfe Conservation Soc

Cannons CIl< Prog .... Assoc-CoastAction Friends of G~ River _ & DIsIricl LkIns Tho Widomess Sodety (Vic Brarielh)

Cape Patterson Coast Action Fnends of Harkaway Reserves Mallacoota Coast Action Care Toora Prog .... Assoc

Cape Wootamal Coast Action Friends of Healh1leld Creek Raoerve Mallacoola CornmIIlity Assoc Traralgon R*ay _ ConservaIon Roo

Cardinia Catchment Landcare Friends of Loughie's Bushland Maroondah Bushwalking Club Tree Project Vic

CarcinIa Envionment CoaIt"" Friends of Mallacoota Ma_ Envionmenlal Ne_ Tyers & D~ Ganmunlty Assoc

Casterton Combined Probus Fnends of Mc Mahons Ball Paddocks Maryborough Field Naturalists Uppar Beaconsfield Assoc

Castlemaino FIeld Nallnists Friends of Men1 Craek MEJ I'Iinary Producers U_ Goullllln FIeld N_ists

Clean Ocean Foundation Friends of Picnic Hill Minyip Lions Club Upper Yarra Conservation Society

Cklan Up AueIraia Friends of Rk:hards R ....... Montrose Environment Group Upwoy Baptist Ganmunlty Churth

Cockalllo valley Township Committee Fnends of Swipars Gully Creek Mooroolbark Scouts Upwoy Stationeers

CoIu1a & DIsIricl Progress Assoc Friends of the EarIh MorIIake DNA Upwoy Urban Fi"e Brigade

Coleraine 1 st Scouts Group Friends of the Grampians/Gariwerd MortJake Lions Club Urban Ecology

ColeraIne Apex aub Friends of Iho Helmeted Honoyeater MountAloxander Sustsnablty Group Victorian Assoc for Environmental Ed

Coleraine Lions Club Fnends ofToolem Creek Mount St Gwinoar Ski Patrol Wangaratta Urban Landcare

ComniIIae ri E RIrVMXJd Indg Plant NInaIy Friends ofT'- Bridge Murtoa Apex Club waroortonDNA

Croydon Conservation Society Fnends ofTyers Park Nagambie & District Lions Wenmambool Rotary Club

Croydon GIoen Tearn Friends of Wameet EnvIronment Nalhaia Rotary Club \\1~ PubI""lions

Croydon Stationears Friends of Wanangine Park Native Fish Australia Wimmera Bushwalking Club

Dandenong ~ EnergyAssoc Friends of Woodlands H_ Park ~Prog .... - Wonlhaggl Urban Landcare

Daningllln CWA Fnends of Woodndge Linear Reserve Ne~ Reserve Commillee of Management Wooisthorpe DNA

DaIlmoor LkIns aub Friends ofY ... "*I Parl<s ~ TOIIlsm Assoc Woori Yalkx:k Ganmunlty House

Dimboola Branch DNA Goolong Bushwal.ng Club Nepean Conservation Group Woonnyan CWA

~mbooIa LkIns aub GeeIong Environment CooocII Nhill LkIns Club Wycheproof LkIns aub

Dimboola Rotary Club Gembrook Township Committee Nhill Twilight CWA Wyndham DislrictAustralian Plant Soc

Mr Premier, this will: • Save millions of litres of water.

• Reduce C02 emissions by tens of thousands of tonnes per year.

• Reduce costs to local government and the general community.

• Be complementary to and supportive of the existing system of

kerbside recycling provided by councils.

See the Stakeholders Advisory Group Investigation into Best Practice Container Deposit Systems for Western Australia.

P. Cook Australians for Refunds on Cans & Bottles www.AFROCAB.org.au Email.pcook@wildcoast.net.au
