
Cabinet-in-Confidence

Subject: Opinion re National CDS
Importance: High

I wish to state my strong support for a national Container Deposit Scheme Having recently on Clean Up Australia Day collected signatures for a CDS, I can vouch for the widespread public interest & support. Many remenbered fondly, the time when they eagerly collected containers for the small return deposit (at that time by the retailer), & wondered why it was ever discontinued. A new national scheme could obviate the storage problem of shops, by providing depots for the purpose.

New data shows the national recycling rate is now only 40%, a decrease from the 48% claimed in the Packaging Regulatory Impact Statement - obviously the biggest problem in packaging.

It is a major omission of the RIS, that it lacks a financial analysis, considering previous reseach having shown a cost of only 1/2 cent per container - surely a major impact on both consumers & industry. Nor is any attention paid to the potential of job creation. Such a scheme would double the recycling rate, clean up unsightly litter, reduce pollution & enable better provision in waste management of goods like E waste.

It is unconscionable, that every day delayed in the implementation of CDL, another 9 million recyclable containers go to landfill or litter - 4 billion a year.
ABAIR has confirmed in its peer review of RIS, the industry solution of more bins & advertising is risible.

As there is the real life example of a 30year successful operation (over
80%) of a deposit scheme in South Australia, we know it can cost as little as 1/2cent per container, it's surely past time for yet more talk & studies.
Please let us now see it implemented!

Alice Beauchamp
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