
Cabinet-in-Confidence

Subject: National Container deposit scheme


To whom it may concern

It has come to my attention that the government's RIS is currently open for comment. 

I have been very impressed by the container deposit system operating for many years in South Australia. This has led to the virtual disappearance of container litter, and the recycling of 80% of their recyclable containers. 

This is important to me, as I live virtually next to the Cooks River in Sydney, and walk across it most days. I am always horrified at the amount of rubbish I walk over, a terrible eyesore, and surely harmful for what wildlife remains in the river. In the 10 years I have lived here, a good proportion of the rubbish has always been containers, Presumably many of the 60% of the containers in this area that are not recycled end up in the Cooks River. The experience in South Australia proves that this need not be the case. 

As CDS would quickly and sustainably remove an extra 4 billion beverage containers a year from the litter and landfill streams, I urge you to implement a national scheme. The best container recycling system in the world will only cost half a cent a container, a small cost to industry compared to the large current cost to our environment.

Thank you for considering the above points. 

Yours sincerely,

Sarah Lam
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